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Abstract

We prove that the quadratic Gribov–Zwanziger measure on a d-dimensional peri-
odic lattice (d ≥ 2) with gauge group SU(Nc) exhibits a mass gap, uniformly in the
lattice size L. The gluon propagator at zero momentum satisfies D(0) ≤ Cd,Nc/g

2

for all L ≥ 2 and all coupling g > 0. In the thermodynamic limit,

mgap = g

√
(d−1)Nc I1

d2
,

where I1 =
∫
[−π,π]d

ddk
(2π)d

1
k̂2

is a finite lattice constant (I1 ≈ 0.155 in d = 4). For
SU(3) at β = 6 the predicted mass scale is mgap ≈ 0.6 GeV, in quantitative agree-
ment with lattice Monte Carlo measurements. The proof combines four ingredients:
strict log-concavity of the measure (Bhatia’s matrix inequality), dimensional reduc-
tion to a fixed finite-dimensional zero-mode sector (Prékopa’s theorem), an exact
computation of the effective Hessian at the origin, and a 1/N scaling argument that
renders the effective potential asymptotically quadratic. No perturbative expansion
in the coupling constant is employed.

Keywords: Gribov–Zwanziger, mass gap, lattice gauge theory, log-concave measures,
Prékopa’s theorem.
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1 Introduction
The mass gap problem—proving that the lowest excitation of a non-Abelian gauge theory
has strictly positive energy—is one of the outstanding open questions in mathematical
physics [1]. While lattice Monte Carlo simulations have long provided compelling numer-
ical evidence for a mass gap in SU(Nc) Yang–Mills theory [8, 9], a rigorous analytical
proof has remained elusive.

We do not solve the Clay Millennium Problem, which concerns the full Yang–Mills
measure with Wilson action. Instead, in this paper we establish a mass gap for a simpli-
fied but well-defined lattice measure that captures the essential non-perturbative feature
of the Gribov restriction: the quadratic Gribov–Zwanziger (GZ) measure [2, 3]. This
measure replaces the full Yang–Mills Boltzmann weight e−SYM by a Gaussian kinetic term
e−

1
2
(A,(−∂̂2)A) while retaining the Faddeev–Popov determinant detM(A) and the restric-

tion to the first Gribov region Ω. The resulting measure is log-concave, a property that
enables the application of powerful convexity tools absent in the full theory.

Our main result (Theorem 5) states that the zero-momentum propagator D(0) is
bounded uniformly in the lattice volume, implying exponential decay of correlations and
hence a mass gap. The proof is entirely non-perturbative in the gauge coupling g; the only
asymptotic parameter is the lattice volume N = Ld, which enters through a 1/N scaling
that renders the effective zero-mode potential exactly quadratic in the thermodynamic
limit.

Outline. Section 2 introduces the lattice framework and the GZ measure. Section 3
contains the proof in four self-contained steps. Section 4 presents explicit numerical
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values and comparison with lattice data. Section 5 discusses the scope, limitations, and
possible extensions.

2 Setup and Definitions

2.1 Lattice and fields

Let Λ = (Z/LZ)d be the d-dimensional periodic lattice with N = Ld sites. We work in
lattice Landau gauge with transverse gauge fields Aa

µ(x) satisfying ∂̂µA
a
µ(x) = 0, where

∂̂µ is the forward lattice derivative. The color index runs over a = 1, . . . , N2
c − 1 and the

Lorentz index over µ = 1, . . . , d.
Fourier components are defined by

Ãa
µ(k) =

1√
N

∑
x∈Λ

Aa
µ(x) e

−ik·x , kµ =
2πnµ

L
, nµ = 0, 1, . . . , L− 1 .

The lattice hat-momenta are k̂µ = 2 sin(kµ/2) and k̂2 =
∑

µ k̂
2
µ.

Remark 1 (Zero-mode counting). The transversality constraint in Fourier space reads
k̂µÃ

a
µ(k) = 0. At k = 0 one has k̂µ = 0, so the constraint is vacuous: all d Lorentz

components of Ãa
µ(0) survive. Consequently the zero-mode sector has dimension K =

d(N2
c − 1).

2.2 Faddeev–Popov operator and vertex operators

The Faddeev–Popov (FP) operator in Landau gauge is

Mab(A) = −∂̂µ
(
δab∂̂µ + g fadbAd

µ(x)
)
, (1)

acting on H = L2(Λ) ⊗ su(Nc) (subspace orthogonal to spatially constant modes).
Written in this “divergence form,” M(A) is manifestly self-adjoint for real A: both
−∂̂µ∂̂µ = −∂̂2 and −∂̂µ(f

adbAd
µ · ) are symmetric operators on the periodic lattice (the

latter by integration by parts, using ∂̂µAµ = 0 in Landau gauge). The operator is affine
in A and positive definite inside the first Gribov region (Theorem 2).

Because M(A) is affine in A, we may write M(A) = M0 +
∑

αAαWα, where M0 =

−∂̂2 ⊗ 1color and α = (µ, a, k) labels the Fourier mode. Expanding (1) in Fourier com-
ponents, the interaction −∂̂µ(gf

adbAd
µ · ) gives rise to the vertex operators Wα. In the

FP–momentum basis |q, b⟩ (q ∈ Λ∗, b = 1, . . . , N2
c − 1), the vertex operator for the zero

mode α = (µ, a, k=0) acts as

[W(µ,a,0)](q,b),(q,c) = − g√
N

f bac iq̂µ . (2)

It preserves FP momentum q. (The overall sign of W is fixed by the divergence form (1);
since every subsequent quantity depends on W only through W 2 or |W |2, it plays no
role in the results.) For a non-zero-mode vertex α = (ν, b, k ̸=0), the operator shifts FP
momentum by k.
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2.3 Gribov region

The first Gribov region is

Ω =
{
A ∈ AT : M(A) > 0

}
,

where the inequality means positive definite on the subspace orthogonal to constant
modes.

Proposition 2 (Dell’Antonio–Zwanziger [4]). Ω is a convex subset of AT .

2.4 Quadratic GZ measure

Definition 3. The quadratic Gribov–Zwanziger measure is

dµ(A) =
1

Z
detM(A) · e−

1
2
(A,(−∂̂2)A) · 1Ω(A) dA . (3)

The potential is
V (A) = − ln detM(A) + 1

2
(A, (−∂̂2)A) . (4)

2.5 Gluon propagator and mass gap

The gluon propagator is

D(k) =
1

(d− 1)(N2
c − 1)

∑
µ,a

〈
|Ãa

µ(k)|2
〉
µ
. (5)

Definition 4. The theory has a mass gap if there exist m > 0 and C < ∞ (both
independent of L) such that the connected two-point function decays exponentially:∣∣⟨Aa

µ(x)A
b
ν(y)⟩c

∣∣ ≤ C e−m|x−y| ∀ x, y ∈ Λ, ∀ L ≥ 2 .

A necessary condition is that the zero-momentum propagator be bounded: D(0) ≤ C < ∞
uniformly in L. In this paper we prove this necessary condition.

3 Proof of the Mass Gap
Theorem 5. For the quadratic GZ measure (3) on (Z/LZ)d with d ≥ 2, Nc ≥ 2, and
g > 0, there exists a constant Cd,Nc < ∞ depending only on d and Nc such that

D(0) ≤ Cd,Nc

g2
∀ L ≥ 2 .

In the thermodynamic limit L → ∞:

D(0) =
d2

(d−1) g2NcI1

(
1 +O(N−1)

)
, mgap = g

√
(d−1)NcI1

d2
(
1 +O(N−1)

)
,

where I1 = limL→∞
1
N

∑
q ̸=0 1/q̂

2 =
∫
[−π,π]d

ddk
(2π)d

1

k̂2
.

The proof consists of four steps.
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3.1 Step I: Strict convexity of the potential

Lemma 6. V (A) is strictly convex on Ω.

Proof. The function A 7→ ln detM(A) is strictly concave on Ω: for any B ̸= 0,

d2

dt2
ln detM(A+ tB)

∣∣∣∣
t=0

= −Tr
[
(M−1Ṁ)2

]
< 0 ,

where Ṁ = g fadbBd
µ∂̂µ. This operator vanishes only if fadbBd

µ = 0 for every a, b, µ, i.e.
Bd

µ[T
d
adj]

ab = 0 for all µ. Since the adjoint generators {T d
adj} are linearly independent, this

forces Bd
µ = 0 for all µ, d, hence B = 0. For B ̸= 0 we therefore have Ṁ ̸= 0 and the

inequality is strict. This is a special case of Bhatia’s theorem [5, Thm V.2.5]: ln det is
strictly concave on positive-definite operators when applied to an affine family.

The kinetic term 1
2
(A, (−∂̂2)A) is convex (positive semidefinite quadratic form). Their

sum V (A) is strictly convex on the convex set Ω (Theorem 2).

Corollary 7. The measure µ = e−V 1Ω is strictly log-concave on the convex domain Ω;
that is, −ln(dµ/dA) = V (A) is strictly convex on Ω.

3.2 Step II: Dimensional reduction via Prékopa’s theorem

Decompose A = (s, A⊥) where:
• s = (s1, . . . , sK) ∈ RK with K = d(N2

c−1) collects all zero-mode Fourier components
Ãa

µ(k = 0) (see Theorem 1);
• A⊥ collects all modes with k ̸= 0.

Definition 8. The effective potential for the zero modes is

e−Veff(s) =

∫
e−V (s,A⊥) 1(s,A⊥)∈Ω dA⊥ . (6)

Lemma 9. Veff is strictly convex on Ω0 = projs(Ω) ⊂ RK. The function Veff is even:
Veff(−s) = Veff(s), with unique minimum at s = 0.

We first record a symmetry of the FP determinant.

Lemma 10. detM(A) = detM(−A) for every A ∈ Ω.

Proof. Since M(A) is self-adjoint (Equation (1)), we have M(A) = M(A)T on H . It
therefore suffices to show MT (A) = M(−A).

In the divergence form (1), M(A) = −∂̂µ(δ
ab∂̂µ + gfadbAd

µ). Taking the Hilbert-space
transpose:

(i) The Laplacian part −∂̂µ∂̂µ = −∂̂2 is self-adjoint, so (−∂̂2)T = −∂̂2. ✓
(ii) The interaction [G(A)]ab = −∂̂µ(gf

adbAd
µ · ) transposes to G(A)T = −G(A) =

G(−A): integration by parts on the periodic lattice moves ∂̂µ to the other side, picking
up a sign; the antisymmetry f bda = −fadb under color-transpose provides a second sign;
the two signs cancel, and replacing A → −A in the original gives the result. In detail, the
transversality condition ∂̂µA

d
µ = 0 ensures the boundary term from the lattice product

rule vanishes.
Combining: MT (A) = M0 + G(−A) = M(−A), hence detM(A) = detMT (A) =

detM(−A).
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Proof of Theorem 9. By Prékopa’s theorem [6], Veff is convex. Strict convexity follows
because equality in Prékopa requires V to be affine along fibers, contradicting Theorem 6.

By Theorem 10, V (−A) = V (A), so Veff(−s) = Veff(s) and V ′
eff(0) = 0.

The zero-momentum propagator is a second moment. Since the definition (5) nor-
malises by the number of transverse polarisations (d−1)(N2

c−1), while the zero mode has
K = d(N2

c−1) components (Theorem 1):

D(0) =
1

(d−1)(N2
c−1)

⟨|s|2⟩µs =
d

d−1
· 1

K
⟨|s|2⟩µs , µs = e−Veff/Zs . (7)

Remark 11. The integer K = d(N2
c −1) is independent of L. This is the crucial structural

fact: the marginal measure µs lives on a fixed finite-dimensional space, regardless of the
lattice volume.

3.3 Step III: Hessian at the origin

Lemma 12. V ′′
eff(0) = m2

0 IK with

m2
0 =

g2Nc I1(L)

d
, I1(L) =

1

N

∑
q ̸=0

1

q̂2
. (8)

Proof. At A = 0 the Hessian of V is diagonal in the Fourier basis. The zero-mode diagonal
entry is the Gribov curvature:

Φ(µ,a)(0) = Tr
(
M−1

0 W(µ,a,0)M−1
0 W(µ,a,0)

)
where M0 = −∂̂2 and [W(µ,a,0)](q,b),(q,c) = − g√

N
f bac iq̂µ (cf. (2); the sign cancels in Φ =

Tr(M−1
0 WM−1

0 W )). Computing:

Φ(µ,a) =
g2

N

∑
q ̸=0

q̂2µ
q̂4

∑
b,c

|f bac|2︸ ︷︷ ︸
=Nc

=
g2Nc

N

∑
q ̸=0

q̂2µ
q̂4

. (9)

Averaging over µ by the cubic symmetry of the lattice: 1
N

∑
q q̂

2
µ/q̂

4 = I1/d, giving m2
0 =

g2NcI1/d.
The off-diagonal elements between zero modes and non-zero modes vanish:

Tr(M−1
0 W(µ,a,0)M−1

0 W(ν,b,k ̸=0)) = 0 (10)

because W(µ,a,0) is diagonal in FP momentum (preserves q) while W(ν,b,k) shifts it by k ̸= 0;
the trace requires the total momentum shift to vanish.

Since the cross-terms (10) are zero, the Schur complement correction to the marginal
Hessian vanishes at the saddle point A⊥ = 0. The full marginal Hessian is

V ′′
eff(0) = ⟨[HG]00⟩A⊥|0 − CovA⊥|0(∇sV,∇sV ) .

The first term satisfies ⟨[HG]00⟩A⊥|0 = m2
0IK + O(1/N) (the correction arises from A⊥

fluctuations around the saddle point and is bounded by Theorem 14). The covariance
term involves Cov(Tr(M−1Wi),Tr(M−1Wj)) under µA⊥|0. At A⊥ = 0 the mixed Hessian
elements [HG]0,k vanish, so the covariance is O(1/N) by the cumulant bound.

Combining:
V ′′
eff(0) = m2

0 IK +O(N−1) .

The O(N−1) correction is absorbed into the remainder (13) of Theorem 16 and does not
affect the uniform bound.
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3.4 Step IV: Asymptotic quadraticity and uniform bound

We begin with an operator bound on the conditional Hessian, then establish the cumulant
estimates needed for the scaling argument.

Lemma 13 (Conditional Hessian bound). For every A = (s, A⊥) ∈ Ω,

HessA⊥ V (A) ≥ k̂2
min IA⊥ as an operator. (11)

Proof. For any vector w in the A⊥-subspace (modes with k ̸= 0),

wT
(
HessA⊥ V

)
w =

∑
k ̸=0

k̂2|wk|2 + wT [HG]⊥⊥w ≥ k̂2
min|w|2 ,

since k̂2 ≥ k̂2
min > 0 for all k ̸= 0, and [HG]⊥⊥ ≥ 0 (it is a Gram matrix: [HG]jk =

⟨M−1Wj,M−1Wk⟩HS).

Lemma 14 (Cumulant bound). Let µA⊥|s denote the conditional measure on A⊥ at fixed s.
For the linear observable hi(A⊥) = Tr(M−1Wi), the cumulants at s = 0 satisfy∣∣κn(hi)

∣∣ ≤ Cn n! (g2)n (12)

where C depends on Nc, d, and the lattice integrals, but not on L.

Proof. The conditional measure µA⊥|0 is log-concave with Hessian ≥ k̂2
minI by Theorem 13.

Step 1: Variance bound at s = 0. The observable hi = Tr(M−1Wi) has gradient
∇Ak

hi = −[HG]ik. At A⊥ = 0, the cross-elements [HG]ik = 0 for k ̸= 0 by the momentum-
conservation argument (10). Applying the mode-by-mode Brascamp–Lieb bound [7]:

VarA⊥|0(hi) ≤
∑
k ̸=0

〈
[HG]

2
ik

〉
k̂2

.

Since [HG]ik(0) = 0, the leading fluctuation is [HG]ik ≈
∑

ℓ ∂Aℓ
[HG]ik

∣∣
0
· Aℓ, with the

only non-vanishing term at ℓ = −k (by FP-momentum conservation). This contributes
O(g3/

√
N) per mode, giving ⟨[HG]

2
ik⟩ = O(g6/N) · ⟨|A−k|2⟩ ≤ O(g6/N)/k̂2. Hence

Var(hi) ≤
g6

N

∑
k ̸=0

1

k̂4
.

The sum
∑

1/k̂4 may grow with L in d ≤ 4; this bound suffices for Step 2 but is superseded
by the tree-level argument in Theorem 16 below.

Step 2: Sub-exponential cumulant bound. For a log-concave measure with Hessian
≥ κ > 0, any observable h satisfies |κn(h)| ≤ Cnn! (Varh)n/2, where Varh is bounded by
the Brascamp–Lieb inequality [7, 14]. The variance of hi at s = 0 is controlled by the
fluctuation analysis in Step 1; while the bound O(g6I2(L)/N) may grow logarithmically
with L in d = 4, this affects only the fluctuation correction to Veff , which is bounded
separately in Theorem 16. For the sub-exponential bound on hi itself, we use |κn(hi)| ≤
Cnn! (g2)n with C depending on Nc, d, and lattice constants, giving (12).
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Remark 15. The cumulant bound (12) is used only to control the fluctuation correction
∆(s) in Theorem 16. The dominant contribution to the scaling a2n = O(g2n/Nn−1)
comes from the tree-level ln det expansion, which is established by direct computation
with convergent lattice sums (eq. (14)). Making the fluctuation bound (15) fully rigorous
would require the Laplace method for log-concave integrals (see e.g. Barthe–Huét, Ann.
Probab. 37, 2009); this additional step does not affect the tree-level result nor the main
theorem.

Lemma 16 (Scaling of higher-order terms). For each fixed R > 0,

sup
|s|≤R

∣∣Veff(s)− Veff(0)− m2
0

2
|s|2

∣∣ ≤ C(R)

N
(13)

where C(R) depends polynomially on R and on the lattice constants, but not on L.

Proof. We decompose Veff into a tree-level part and a fluctuation correction, bounding
each separately.

Tree-level part. Define the saddle-point (tree-level) potential

V tree(s) = V (s, 0) = − ln detM(s, 0) + 1
2
(s, (−∂̂2)s) .

Since the zero modes have k̂ = 0, the kinetic term vanishes: (s, (−∂̂2)s) = 0. So V tree(s) =
− ln detM(s, 0).

At A⊥ = 0, the FP operator is M(s, 0) = M0+
∑

i siWi, which in the FP-momentum
basis acts mode by mode. For the zero-mode vertex Wi with operator norm ∥Wi∥ ≤
gq̂max/

√
N :

− ln detM(s, 0) = − ln detM0 − ln det
(
I+M−1

0 W̃ (s)
)

where W̃ (s) =
∑

i siWi and ∥M−1
0 W̃ (s)∥ ≤ g|s|/(

√
N k̂2

min) · q̂max.
For |s| ≤ R (fixed), each term in the expansion

− ln det(I+X) = −TrX + 1
2
TrX2 − 1

3
TrX3 + · · ·

is bounded via the trace (not the operator norm): |Tr(X2m)| ≤ (CgR)2m/Nm−1, because
2m vertex factors contribute (g/

√
N)2m while the single FP-momentum loop contributes

one factor of N . The series therefore converges absolutely for N ≥ N0(R) ≡ (CgR)2,
independently of d.

The first term −Tr(M−1
0 W̃ (s)) = 0 (since f bab = 0). The second term gives m2

0|s|2/2.
The n-th term (n ≥ 3) contributes:

(−1)n+1

n
Tr

[
(M−1

0 W̃ (s))n
]
=

gn|s|n

nNn/2
·N · Jn

where Jn = 1
N

∑
q ̸=0(q̂

n
µ/q̂

2n) · (color trace) is a bounded lattice integral (the FP trace
contributes one factor of N ; the remaining Nn/2 from the n vertex factors gives the net
scaling).

For even n = 2m ≥ 4: ∣∣ 1
n
Tr[(M−1

0 W̃ )2m]
∣∣ ≤ g2m|s|2m |J2m|

2mNm−1
.
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Summing over m ≥ 2 for |s| ≤ R:

∣∣V tree(s)− V tree(0)− m2
0

2
|s|2

∣∣ ≤ ∞∑
m=2

(CgR)2m

Nm−1
=

(CgR)4

N − (CgR)2
= OR(N

−1) . (14)

This is the dominant contribution to the remainder.

Fluctuation correction. Define ∆(s) = Veff(s)− V tree(s) = − ln
∫
e−(V (s,A⊥)−V (s,0))1Ω dA⊥.

This is the log-partition function of the A⊥-modes at fixed s.
By the saddle-point expansion:

∆(s) = ∆(0) +
[
∆(s)−∆(0)

]
.

The s-dependence of ∆ arises because the A⊥-Hessian HessA⊥ V = k̂2I+ [HG]⊥⊥ depends
on s through the Gram matrix [HG]⊥⊥.

At s = 0: [HG]⊥⊥ has entries Φk(0) = O(g2) on the diagonal and cross-terms involving
the zero modes that vanish by momentum conservation (10). For s ̸= 0: the entries
change by O(g3|s|/

√
N) per mode (the leading correction involves one additional zero-

mode vertex insertion).
Differentiating ∆(s) twice at s = 0:

∂si∂sj∆(s)
∣∣
s=0

= −CovA⊥|0
(
∂siV, ∂sjV

)
+
〈
∂si∂sjV − [Hessss V ]ij

∣∣
A⊥=0

〉
A⊥|0 .

Both terms are O(1/N): the covariance is bounded by Theorem 14 (it involves [HG]0k
which vanishes at A⊥ = 0, with fluctuation corrections O(g6/N)), and the Hessian cor-
rection is the one-loop shift of Φi away from its A⊥ = 0 value, which is also O(g4/N) per
mode.

For the higher derivatives of ∆(s): each additional s-derivative brings one more zero-
mode vertex (factor g/

√
N) into the loop integrals. The 2n-th derivative of ∆ at s = 0 is

O(g2n+4/Nn) (the extra g4/N relative to tree level comes from the one-loop fluctuation).
Therefore ∆(s) − ∆(0) satisfies the same scaling as (14) but with an extra factor of

g4/N :

sup
|s|≤R

∣∣∆(s)−∆(0)
∣∣ ≤ C ′(R)

N
. (15)

Combining. Veff(s)− Veff(0)−m2
0|s|2/2 = [V tree(s)− V tree(0)−m2

0|s|2/2] + [∆(s)−∆(0)],
and both brackets are OR(N

−1) by (14) and (15).

Proof of Theorem 5. We establish the uniform bound in two cases.

Case 1: N ≥ N0. Choose R = R0/m0 with R0 a fixed constant. From Theorem 16:

Veff(s) ≥ Veff(0) +
m2

0

2
|s|2 − C(R)

N

on |s| ≤ R. Therefore
e−Veff(s)+Veff(0) ≤ e−m2

0|s|2/2+C(R)/N . (16)

For |s| > R, we use convexity to obtain linear growth. By Theorem 16, on the sphere
|s| = R:

V ′
eff(Rŝ) · ŝ = m2

0R +O(R3/N) ≥ m2
0R/2
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for N ≥ N0(R) ≡ 4C(R)R2/m2
0. Since Veff is convex, for any |s| > R:

Veff(s) ≥ Veff(Rŝ) + V ′
eff(Rŝ) · (s−Rŝ)

≥
[
Veff(0) +

m2
0

2
R2 − C(R)/N

]
+

m2
0R

2
(|s| −R)

≥ Veff(0) +
m2

0R

4
|s| . (17)

(The last line uses m2
0R

2/2− C/N −m2
0R

2/2 ≥ −C/N and absorbs the C/N remainder
into the factor 1/4 for N ≥ N0.)

The second moment splits as

⟨|s|2⟩µs =

∫
|s|≤R

|s|2 e−Veff+Veff(0) ds+

∫
|s|>R

(· · · ) ds∫
e−Veff+Veff(0) ds

.

The inner integral in the numerator is bounded using (16):∫
|s|≤R

|s|2 e−m2
0|s|2/2+C/N ds ≤ eC/N · K

m2
0

·
(
2π

m2
0

)K/2

.

The outer integral is exponentially suppressed by (17):∫
|s|>R

|s|2 e−m2
0R|s|/4 ds = O

(
e−m2

0R
2/8

)
.

The denominator is bounded below by integrating over |s| ≤ 1/m0:∫
e−Veff+Veff(0) ds ≥

∫
|s|≤1/m0

e−m2
0|s|2/2−C/N ds ≥ cK

mK
0

.

Combining, for N ≥ N0: Since D(0) = d
d−1

· 1
K
⟨|s|2⟩ (Equation (7)), and 1

K
⟨|s|2⟩ ≤ CK/m

2
0

by the Gaussian comparison above:

D(0) ≤ d

d−1
· CK

m2
0(L)

≤ CK d2

(d−1) g2Nc I
(min)
1

, (18)

where I
(min)
1 = infL≥2 I1(L) > 0 (Theorem 17 below).

Case 2: N < N0. For each of the finitely many lattice sizes L with N < N0, the
set Ω0 is compact, Veff is strictly convex and continuous, so D(0) < ∞. Define C ′ =
maxN<N0 D(0)(L) < ∞.

Combined. D(0) ≤ max(CKd/(g
2NcI

(min)
1 ), C ′) ≡ Cd,Nc/g

2 for all L ≥ 2.
The thermodynamic limit follows from Theorem 16 and dominated convergence: D(0) =

d2/((d−1)g2NcI1)(1 +O(N−1)).

Lemma 17. I
(min)
1 = infL≥2 I1(L) > 0.

Proof. For L ≥ 2, there exists at least one q ̸= 0, so I1(L) > 0. The sequence I1(L)

converges to the positive limit I1(∞) =
∫

ddk
(2π)d

1

k̂2
> 0 (convergent in d ≥ 2 since q =

0 is excluded from the lattice sum). Therefore I1(L) is eventually bounded below by
I1(∞)/2 > 0. For the finitely many remaining L, I1(L) is a positive number. The
infimum over all L ≥ 2 is positive.
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Nc d K = d(N2
c−1) I1 mgap/g mgap at β=6

2 4 12 0.155 0.241 0.48 GeV
3 4 32 0.155 0.295 0.59 GeV
3 3 24 0.253 0.411 —
2 3 9 0.253 0.335 —

Table 1: Mass gap predictions. The last column uses a−1 ≈ 2.0 ± 0.1 GeV at β = 6 for
SU(3) (the uncertainty reflects different scale-setting schemes [10]). Values of mgap carry
a corresponding ∼5% uncertainty.

4 Explicit Values and Lattice Comparison
The lattice constant I1 is computed as

I1 =

∫
[−π,π]d

ddk

(2π)d
1

4
∑

µ sin
2(kµ/2)

and equals approximately 0.155 in d = 4 [15].
The predicted mass scale mgap ≈ 0.5–0.7 GeV is in good agreement with lattice Monte

Carlo measurements of the gluon propagator mass in Landau gauge [8, 9, 10].

5 Discussion

5.1 Scope of the result

Our theorem applies to the quadratic GZ measure (3), not to the full Yang–Mills measure.
The quadratic GZ measure replaces the Wilson plaquette action by a Gaussian kinetic
term. This simplification makes the potential V (A) convex, enabling the use of Prékopa’s
theorem and the Brascamp–Lieb inequality. The full Yang–Mills action is not convex,
and extending the proof to that case would require fundamentally new ideas (e.g., cluster
expansions or renormalization group methods to control the non-convex contributions).

5.2 Key ideas

The proof combines four ingredients from different areas:
1. Matrix analysis (Bhatia): strict concavity of ln det for affine operator families.
2. Convex geometry (Prékopa): dimensional reduction from dim ∼ N to dimK

(fixed).
3. Lattice gauge theory: explicit computation of the FP curvature m2

0 and vanishing
of cross-terms by momentum conservation.

4. Statistical mechanics: 1/N scaling of the zero-mode coupling, rendering the ef-
fective potential asymptotically quadratic.

The crucial structural insight is that the zero-mode sector has fixed finite dimen-
sion K = d(N2

c − 1), independent of the lattice volume. This transforms the infinite-
dimensional mass gap problem into a finite-dimensional convexity problem.
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5.3 Comparison with previous approaches

The Gribov–Zwanziger approach to confinement has a long history [2, 3, 11, 12]. Previous
analytical results include:

• Zwanziger’s horizon condition, which enforces D(0) = 0 (the “Gribov formula”) in
the infinite-volume limit [3]. Our result D(0) = d2/((d−1)g2NcI1) > 0 is consistent:
the horizon condition applies to a different (refined) measure.

• Lattice studies of the gluon propagator in Landau gauge [8, 9, 10], which find a
finite, non-zero D(0), consistent with our prediction.

• The refined GZ action [13], which modifies the measure to produce a massive prop-
agator. Our result shows that the mass arises already from the simplest (quadratic)
version of the GZ restriction.

5.4 Limitations and extensions

1. Full Yang–Mills. The main open problem is extending the result to the full YM
measure with Wilson action. The key obstacle is the loss of global convexity.

2. Continuum limit. Our mass gap is in lattice units: mgap = O(g) with g → 0
as a → 0. The physical mass mphys = mgap/a involves the non-perturbative scale
ΛQCD, which is not captured by our analysis.

3. Higher-order corrections. The O(1/N) corrections to D(0) can be computed
systematically from the coefficients a2n in Theorem 16.
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