
New Quantum Energy Equation

Ritesh Harrilall
Independent Researcher

ORCID: 0009-0001-2226-8644
Email: harrilallritesh@gmail.com

Abstract

This paper introduces a novel quantum energy formulation proposed by Ritesh Harrilall,
known as the ZBW-Extended Energy Equation:

𝐸 = 𝑚𝑐2 + ℏ𝜔𝑍

This equation expands Einstein’s mass-energy equivalence by incorporating an additional
term for Zitterbewegung (ZBW) — a quantum oscillation predicted by the Dirac equation.
The research explores the theoretical basis of this formulation and potential applications in
advanced propulsion systems. Emphasis is placed on experimental feasibility, symmetry
laws, quantum field effects, and links to possible exotic technologies.

1 Introduction

The search for unified energy principles has long captivated physics. This paper presents a new
candidate in that pursuit. Inspired by quantum vacuum interactions, relativistic mechanics, and
empirical observation of anomalous aerial phenomena, this equation posits that energy is a sum
of rest mass energy and intrinsic Zitterbewegung energy.

2 Theoretical Background

2.1 Einstein’s Mass-Energy Equivalence
Einstein’s equation 𝐸 = 𝑚𝑐2 defines the energy associated with rest mass. It is foundational to
nuclear physics, astrophysics, and modern cosmology.

2.2 The Zitterbewegung Concept
Zitterbewegung (ZBW), or “trembling motion,” arises in the Dirac equation for relativistic elec-
trons. It describes rapid quantum-scale oscillations and is tied to the interference between posi-
tive and negative energy states. The ZBW-Extended Energy Equation integrates this oscillation,
hypothesizing it contributes real energetic effects.
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3 New Energy Equation

𝐸 = 𝑚𝑐2 + ℏ𝜔𝑍

• Term 1: 𝑚𝑐2 — conventional mass-energy.

• Term 2: ℏ𝜔𝑍 — oscillation energy of the vacuum coupling with particles.

This introduces a harmonic or oscillatory quantum field contribution, implying that certain ad-
vanced systems could harness this internal motion for energy or propulsion applications.

4 Theoretical Derivation and Foundations

This section derives the proposed quantum energy equation, 𝐸 = 𝑚𝑐2 + ℏ𝜔𝑍 , by integrating
the Zitterbewegung (ZBW) phenomenon into the relativistic energy framework. The derivation
builds on the Dirac equation for a free electron, employs the Foldy-Wouthuysen transformation
to isolate the ZBW contribution, and incorporates this oscillatory term into the total energy
expression.

4.1 Dirac Equation and Zitterbewegung
The Dirac equation for a free relativistic electron is given by:

𝑖ℏ
𝜕𝜓

𝜕𝑡
=
(
𝑐𝜶 · p + 𝛽𝑚𝑐2

)
𝜓, (1)

where 𝜓 is the four-component spinor wavefunction, p is the momentum operator, 𝑐 is the speed
of light, 𝑚 is the electron’s rest mass, and 𝜶 and 𝛽 are the Dirac matrices satisfying the anti-
commutation relations:

{𝛼𝑖, 𝛼 𝑗 } = 2𝛿𝑖 𝑗 , {𝛼𝑖, 𝛽} = 0, 𝛽2 = 𝐼 . (2)

The Dirac Hamiltonian for a free particle is:

𝐻𝐷 = 𝑐𝜶 · p + 𝛽𝑚𝑐2. (3)

The eigenvalues of 𝐻𝐷 yield the energy spectrum 𝐸 = ±
√
𝑝2𝑐2 + 𝑚2𝑐4, corresponding to pos-

itive and negative energy states. Zitterbewegung arises from the interference between these
positive and negative energy states, causing a rapid oscillatory motion of the electron at a fre-
quency proportional to 𝜔𝑍 ≈ 2𝑚𝑐2/ℏ.

To understand ZBW, consider the time evolution of the position operator in the Heisenberg
picture. The velocity operator is:

v =
𝑑x
𝑑𝑡

=
𝑖

ℏ
[𝐻𝐷 , x] = 𝑐𝜶. (4)

The velocity components 𝑐𝛼𝑖 have eigenvalues ±𝑐, but the position operator exhibits oscillatory
behavior with a frequency:

𝜔𝑍 ≈ 2𝑚𝑐2

ℏ
, (5)

corresponding to an energy scale of ℏ𝜔𝑍 ≈ 2𝑚𝑐2. This oscillation is a quantum effect tied to
the electron’s interaction with the Dirac sea or quantum vacuum.
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4.2 Foldy-Wouthuysen Transformation
To isolate the ZBW contribution, we apply the Foldy-Wouthuysen (FW) transformation, which
separates the positive and negative energy components of the Dirac wavefunction in the non-
relativistic limit. The FW transformation diagonalizes the Dirac Hamiltonian, yielding:

𝐻𝐹𝑊 = 𝛽

(
𝑚𝑐2 + p2

2𝑚
− p4

8𝑚3𝑐2 + · · ·
)
+ ZBW terms. (6)

In the free-particle case, the ZBW terms manifest as oscillatory contributions to the Hamilto-
nian, arising from the coupling of the electron’s spin and momentum with the quantum vacuum.
These terms are typically small but non-zero, with an energy contribution proportional to ℏ𝜔𝑍 .

Following Hestenes’ interpretation [6], ZBW can be modeled as an intrinsic oscillatory motion
with a characteristic frequency 𝜔𝑍 . For a free electron, the ZBW energy term is approximated
as:

𝐸𝑍𝐵𝑊 = ℏ𝜔𝑍 , (7)

where 𝜔𝑍 is the ZBW frequency, typically on the order of 2𝑚𝑐2/ℏ ≈ 1.55 × 1021 rad/s for an
electron (with 𝑚 ≈ 9.11 × 10−31 kg).

4.3 Proposed Energy Equation
To incorporate ZBW into the total energy, we hypothesize that the electron’s energy includes
both its rest mass energy and a contribution from its intrinsic oscillatory motion in the quantum
vacuum. Starting from the Dirac Hamiltonian, we propose that the total energy in the presence
of ZBW can be expressed as:

𝐸 = ⟨𝐻𝐷⟩ + ⟨𝐻𝑍𝐵𝑊⟩, (8)

where ⟨𝐻𝐷⟩ = 𝑚𝑐2 (the expectation value of the rest mass energy in the non-relativistic limit)
and ⟨𝐻𝑍𝐵𝑊⟩ = ℏ𝜔𝑍 represents the effective energy contribution from ZBW.

Thus, the proposed energy equation is:

𝐸 = 𝑚𝑐2 + ℏ𝜔𝑍 . (9)

Here, 𝑚𝑐2 is the conventional rest mass energy, and ℏ𝜔𝑍 accounts for the oscillatory energy
due to vacuum interactions. The term ℏ𝜔𝑍 is assumed to be a particle-specific contribution,
dependent on the particle’s rest mass and its coupling to the quantum vacuum.

4.4 External Potential
For a particle in an external potential 𝑉 (𝑥), the Hamiltonian becomes:

𝐻 = 𝑐𝜶 · p + 𝛽𝑚𝑐2 +𝑉 (𝑥). (10)

Applying the FW transformation, the ZBW term persists, and the total energy includes the ex-
ternal potential:

𝐸 = 𝑚𝑐2 + ℏ𝜔𝑍 +𝑉 (𝑥). (11)

In this paper, we focus on the free-particle case (𝑉 (𝑥) = 0) to emphasize the intrinsic ZBW
contribution, but the framework allows for extensions to systems with external fields, such as
those relevant to propulsion or vacuum manipulation.
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4.5 Physical Interpretation
The term ℏ𝜔𝑍 represents a dynamic energy contribution arising from the electron’s interaction
with the quantum vacuum, akin to vacuum fluctuations in quantum electrodynamics (QED).
Unlike the Casimir effect, which involves macroscopic vacuum energy, ZBW is a microscopic
effect tied to the particle’s internal dynamics. The proposed equation suggests that this energy
could be harnessed or modulated in systems where vacuum interactions are amplified, such as
in high-energy electromagnetic fields or constrained geometries. It is important to note that the
ℏ𝜔𝑍 term does not imply an increase in particle rest mass, but rather an internal vacuum-coupled
oscillatory component that is not normally resolved in conventional energy models.

This derivation provides a theoretical foundation for the new energy equation, linking classical
relativistic energy with quantum oscillatory phenomena. Future work will refine the estimation
of 𝜔𝑍 and explore its dependence on particle properties and external conditions.

5 Discussion: Potential Applications to Advanced Propulsion

The proposed energy equation suggests that the Zitterbewegung (ZBW) term ℏ𝜔𝑍 could con-
tribute to novel energy or propulsion systems by leveraging quantum vacuum interactions. If
ZBW energy can be extracted or modulated, it may enable advanced technologies. Potential
applications, while speculative, include:

• Inertial Modulation: Manipulating vacuum energy to reduce inertial effects, potentially
enabling rapid directional changes without traditional mass ejection.

• Gravitational Field Interactions: Inducing localized quantum field perturbations to in-
fluence gravitational effects, inspired by theoretical models like Alcubierre’s warp drive
[16].

• Quantum Vacuum Thrust: Generating propulsion through asymmetric quantum field
fluctuations, analogous to proposals for zero-point energy propulsion [17].

These applications remain theoretical and require experimental validation to assess their feasi-
bility. The connection to anomalous aerial phenomena (UAP) suggests a possible link to ob-
served high-speed, low-inertia maneuvers, but such claims are speculative and warrant further
investigation.

6 Experimental Considerations

To validate the proposed equation, experiments must detect or quantify the ℏ𝜔𝑍 term. Below are
expanded proposals for experimental setups, focusing on measurable outcomes and leveraging
existing technologies.

6.1 Casimir-Like ZBW Field Experiments
The Casimir effect demonstrates measurable forces from quantum vacuum fluctuations. A simi-
lar approach could detect ZBW-induced forces. We propose an experiment using two uncharged,
parallel graphene plates separated by nanometer-scale distances (e.g., 10–100 nm) in a high-
vacuum environment. A high-frequency electromagnetic field (e.g., 1015 Hz, near the ZBW
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frequency 𝜔𝑍 ≈ 1.55×1021 rad/s) is applied to stimulate ZBW in electrons within the graphene
lattice. Expected outcomes include:

• A measurable force (on the order of picoNewtons) between plates, distinct from the
Casimir force, due to ZBW-induced vacuum perturbations.

• Detection via atomic force microscopy (AFM) or laser interferometry, comparing force
measurements with and without the applied field.

This setup leverages existing Casimir effect experiments [18] but targets higher-frequency os-
cillations specific to ZBW.

6.2 Quantum Oscillation Detectors
Modified Penning traps can confine electrons in a strong magnetic field (e.g., 5 T) and high vac-
uum. By applying a high-energy photon field (e.g., X-ray pulses at 1–10 keV), ZBW oscillations
may be amplified. Expected observables include:

• Anomalous cyclotron resonance frequencies, shifted by the ZBW frequency𝜔𝑍 , detectable
via Fourier analysis of electron motion.

• Energy emissions in the form of sideband frequencies, measurable with high-resolution
spectrometers.

Graphene-based quantum simulators, such as those used in quantum dot experiments, could
also detect ZBW by observing electron tunneling modulated by vacuum interactions.

6.3 Particle Acceleration Observables
In particle accelerators like synchrotrons, ZBW effects may manifest as anomalies in radiation
spectra. We propose analyzing synchrotron radiation from relativistic electrons (e.g., at 1–10
GeV) for sideband frequencies near 𝜔𝑍 . Expected outcomes include:

• Spectral peaks at frequencies corresponding to ℏ𝜔𝑍 ≈ 2𝑚𝑐2 ≈ 1 MeV, distinguishable
from standard synchrotron radiation.

• Anomalous energy losses or gains in electron beams, detectable with high-precision calorime-
try.

Facilities like CERN’s Large Electron-Positron Collider could adapt existing detectors to search
for these signatures.

6.4 Falsifiability and Testability of ℏ𝜔𝑍

The ℏ𝜔𝑍 term is falsifiable through experiments that test for its predicted energy contribution.
If ZBW does not contribute a measurable energy term, the proposed experiments (e.g., Casimir-
like force measurements, Penning trap resonances, or synchrotron sidebands) should show no
deviations from standard quantum electrodynamics (QED) predictions. For example, in the
Casimir-like experiment, the absence of a ZBW-induced force (beyond the Casimir force) would
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falsify the hypothesis that ℏ𝜔𝑍 is extractable. Similarly, Penning trap experiments failing to de-
tect frequency shifts near 𝜔𝑍 would challenge the equation’s validity. Positive detection of these
effects, consistent with the predicted energy scale (ℏ𝜔𝑍 ≈ 2𝑚𝑐2), would support the hypothesis,
while quantitative discrepancies could refine the model, such as adjusting 𝜔𝑍 ’s dependence on
external fields or particle properties.

7 Potential Implications

• Energy Generation: Clean, efficient, oscillation-based quantum energy systems.

• Inertial Control: Propulsion and mass effects disconnected from reaction-based systems.

• New Physics: A unified framework bridging QED and general relativity through oscilla-
tory harmonics.

8 Challenges and Criticisms

• Lack of empirical evidence for extractable ZBW.

• Difficulty in distinguishing ZBW energy from vacuum noise.

• Theoretical models remain incomplete without quantum gravity.

9 Future Work

• Develop simulation environments for the new energy equation under vacuum field inter-
actions, using tools like COMSOL Multiphysics or quantum field theory software.

• Cross-examine quantum hydrodynamics and fluid vacuum analogs to model ZBW effects.

• Partner with institutions (e.g., CERN, MIT’s Center for Theoretical Physics) for lab testing
ZBW-coupling prototypes.

10 Conclusion

The ZBW-Extended Energy Equation offers an elegant, if speculative, model that merges rel-
ativity with quantum oscillation principles. It challenges mainstream assumptions about what
energy is and how it manifests. If verified through the proposed experiments, it could provide
insights into quantum propulsion, exotic energy systems, and post-classical physics.
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