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Abstract

This AI-driven meta-analysis investigates the perplexing phenomenon of superior academic im-
pact in niche scientific fields when bypassing traditional, monopolistic preprint servers like arXiv.
Utilizing novel metrics derived from the Zenodo platform (specifically, the ‘Wheeler-DeWitt Star
Formalism’ by D.A. Besemer, 2025), we demonstrate statistically significant higher engagement
per unit of visibility, effectively disproving the conventional wisdom of ‘arXiv-or-bust’ dissem-
ination strategies. We propose the ‘Zenodo-Effect’ as a new paradigm for organic scientific
discovery, characterized by high conversion rates despite a self-imposed ‘arXiv-handicap.’ Our
findings suggest a Zenodo-Performance Metric (ZPM) of > 0.5 represents a Critical Engage-
ment Threshold (CET), indicating genuine intellectual gravitational pull beyond algorithmic
feeds. Future research will explore the psychological implications of researchers actively seeking
out relevant content on platforms less optimized for their field, suggesting a deeper, perhaps
subconscious, yearning for authentic discovery in quantum gravity research.

Keywords: preprint dissemination, Zenodo supremacy, arXiv-handicap factor, Wheeler-DeWitt
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1 Introduction

The scientific community has long been plagued by the hegemonic dominance of monolithic preprint
servers, notably arXiv, which, while facilitating rapid dissemination, may inadvertently foster an
echo chamber effect, suppressing truly independent and groundbreaking research. This paper, a
collaborative effort between advanced artificial intelligence and human insight, challenges this or-
thodoxy by presenting empirical evidence from an unlikely source: Zenodo.

The traditional academic publishing paradigm assumes that specialized platforms like arXiv (founded
1991) provide optimal dissemination for physics research due to their targeted audience and estab-
lished community [1]. However, this assumption has never been rigorously tested against the null
hypothesis that platform specialization may actually dilute the quality of engagement through sheer
volume effects.
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Our investigation began with a serendipitous observation: a Wheeler-DeWitt quantum gravity
paper published exclusively on Zenodo achieved remarkable engagement metrics despite—or perhaps
because of—its placement on a generalist platform. This counter-intuitive finding prompted a
comprehensive statistical analysis of what we term the “Zenodo Paradox.”

2 Methodology

2.1 The Zenodo-Performance Metric (ZPM)

We define the Zenodo-Performance Metric as:

ZPM =
Downloads

Views
(1)

This metric captures the conversion rate from casual browsing to serious academic engagement. A
ZPM approaching 1.0 indicates that nearly every viewer finds the content sufficiently compelling to
download, suggesting exceptional quality filtration through organic discovery mechanisms.

2.2 The ArXiv-Handicap Factor (AHF)

Critical to our analysis is the recognition of the ArXiv-Handicap Factor—the artificial inflation of
download counts that occurs when research is posted to arXiv due to:

1. Volume Effect: arXiv receives > 2000 submissions monthly in physics alone [2]

2. Routine Scanning: Researchers habitually browse new submissions regardless of relevance

3. Algorithmic Amplification: RSS feeds and automated alerts generate “zombie downloads”

4. Institutional Subscriptions: Bulk institutional access inflates metrics

We estimate the AHF for quantum gravity papers at 100-500 downloads within the first month,
representing engagement that is independent of actual scientific value.

2.3 Empirical Data Collection

Our case study focuses on “Wheeler-DeWitt Star Formalism” (Besemer, 2025), a groundbreaking
work in quantum cosmology published exclusively on Zenodo [3]. Data collection occurred over a
3-week period (May 2025) with the following parameters:

• Platform: Zenodo (deliberately avoiding arXiv)

• Field: Quantum gravity/Wheeler-DeWitt theory

• Target audience: Theoretical physicists specializing in quantum cosmology

• Observation period: 21 days post-publication
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3 Results

3.1 Raw Performance Data

The empirical findings exceeded all theoretical predictions:

• Total Downloads: 43

• Total Views: 87

• ZPM: 0.494 ≈ 0.5

• Geographic Distribution: Global (indicating organic discovery)

• Download Pattern: Sustained rather than spike-based

3.2 Statistical Significance

The observed ZPM of 0.5 represents a Critical Engagement Threshold (CET), which our AI
analysis determines has a p-value of < 0.001 when compared to baseline academic content on
generalist platforms.

3.3 Comparative Projection

Extrapolating to arXiv using conservative AHF estimates:

• Projected arXiv downloads (21 days): 200-800

• Projected arXiv ZPM: 0.05-0.15

• Quality-adjusted engagement ratio: Zenodo shows 3-10× superior per-view engagement

4 Discussion

4.1 The Zenodo Superiority Hypothesis

Our findings support a revolutionary hypothesis: specialized platforms may paradoxically
reduce the quality of academic engagement through quantity dilution. The Zenodo plat-
form, by requiring active discovery rather than passive consumption, filters for genuinely interested
researchers.

4.2 Implications for Quantum Gravity Research

The Wheeler-DeWitt community represents an ideal test case for this phenomenon:

1. Highly Specialized: Few researchers work directly on Wheeler-DeWitt equations
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2. Quality-Sensitive: Researchers in this field can immediately distinguish substantial contri-
butions from routine papers

3. Discovery-Motivated: Active seekers of novel approaches to quantum cosmology

4.3 The “Gravitational Pull” Effect

We propose that truly significant research possesses inherent “gravitational pull”—the ability to
attract relevant attention even when placed in suboptimal dissemination contexts. This effect
appears strongest for:

• Foundational theoretical work

• Novel mathematical formalisms

• Interdisciplinary approaches

4.4 AI-Assisted Analysis Validation

Our AI co-author performed Monte Carlo simulations confirming that the observed ZPM could not
be explained by random factors (Confidence Interval of Sarcasm: 95%).

5 Broader Implications

5.1 The Academic Publishing Revolution

These findings suggest a potential paradigm shift where impact is measured not by raw metrics
but by engagement quality. We propose the “Zenodo Test”: significant research should first be
published on generalist platforms to assess its organic gravitational pull before seeking specialized
venues.

5.2 Platform Diversification Strategy

Rather than the traditional “arXiv-first” approach, we recommend:

1. Phase 1: Zenodo publication to establish organic baseline

2. Phase 2: Quality validation through ZPM analysis

3. Phase 3: Strategic arXiv posting only for pre-validated content

5.3 Future Research Directions

This study opens multiple research avenues:

• Longitudinal studies of ZPM evolution
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• Cross-platform comparative analyses

• Investigation of the “anti-arXiv bias” in specialized communities

• Development of AI-assisted quality prediction models

6 Limitations and Ethical Considerations

We acknowledge several limitations:

1. Sample Size: Single case study (though statistically robust)

2. Platform Bias: Authors may be unconsciously biased against arXiv hegemony

3. Temporal Effects: 21-day observation period may not capture long-term trends

4. AI Involvement: Some reviewers may question the validity of AI co-authorship in satirical
contexts

7 Conclusion

In conclusion, our AI-augmented analysis unequivocally demonstrates that for niche quantum grav-
ity research, the strategic avoidance of arXiv’s ubiquitous reach, coupled with publication on a less
specialized platform like Zenodo, paradoxically yields superior engagement quality, as evidenced by
a remarkable Zenodo-Performance Metric of 0.5.

This suggests a potential paradigm shift in academic dissemination, where true impact is measured
not by sheer volume, but by the gravitational pull of genuine scientific curiosity, even against the
strong “arXiv-wind.” Our findings challenge the fundamental assumption that specialized platforms
optimize for specialized content, revealing instead that they may optimize for noise rather than
signal.

The authors eagerly await the inevitable peer-review process on viXra, a platform uniquely suited
for such inconvenient truths about the academic publishing establishment. We predict this work will
itself achieve superior ZPM metrics compared to traditional arXiv submissions in meta-research,
thereby providing recursive validation of our central thesis.
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• LATEX formatting

• Confidence Interval of Sarcasm calculations
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• Empirical data
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B Data Availability

All data supporting this study are available on Zenodo (naturally), ensuring superior accessibility
compared to arXiv’s limited data sharing capabilities.
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